
 

ISLE OF ANGLESEY COUNTY COUNCIL 
Report to Executive Committee Meeting 

 
Date September 9 2013 

 
Subject Modernising Anglesey Schools 

 
Portfolio Holder(s) Councillor  Ieuan Williams 

 
Lead Officer(s) Programme Manager – Modernising Schools 

 
Contact Officer Programme Manager – Modernising Schools 

 
Nature and reason for reporting  
 
To report back to the Executive Committee on the statutory or formal consultation 
process held at  Ysgol Llanddona in February and March 2013. 

 

A – Introduction / Background / Issues 
 
In January 2012, the Board of Commissioners gave officers of the Lifelong Learning 
Department  the authority to enable them to visit schools in South-east Anglesey in 
order to consult on options for the primary education provision in the area. 
On receiving this authority, and upon completing  the non-statutory or informal 
consultation, officers of the Lifelong Learning Department prepared a number of 
possible options. The Executive Committee decided  (with conditions) in its meeting on 
January 14, 2013 to: 
Recommend Option 3 (close Ysgol Llanddona and transfer pupils to  Ysgol 
Llangoed) as the option that the Executive Committee  favours   for the formal 
consultation  on the primary education provision  in South-east Anglesey.  
This report presents information regarding the  statutory consultation process. 
 
 

B - Considerations 
Minutes of the meeting of the Executive Committee  held on  January  14, 2013. 
 
 

 

 



C – Implications and effects   
1 
 

Finance / Section 151  

2 Legal Officer/Monitoring 
 

Even though new regulations regarding 
school organization come into force on 
October 1 2013, this proposal comes under 
the School Standards and Framework Act 
1998 and the School Organisation Code 
2013 is not applicable to it. 
 

3 Human Resources 
 

Job loss implications in Ysgol Llanddona 

4 Property Services 
 

 

5 Information Technology and 
Communication  (ICT) 
 

 

6 Equality 
 

 

7 Anti Poverty and Social 
 

 

8 Communication 
 

 

9 Consultation 
 

 

10 Economic 
 

 

11 Environmental 
 

 

12 Crime and Disorder 
 

 

13 Outcome Agreements 
 

 
 

 
 

CH - Summary 
 
A report is presented   to the Executive Committee  that summarises the statutory or 
formal consultation process  in the Llanddona area. The Executive Committee’s 
decision in its meeting on January  14, 2013, was: 
 

• To recommend  Option 3 (to close  Ysgol Llanddona and transfer the pupils to 
Ysgol Llangoed) as the option that the Executive Committee favours for formal 
consultation on a review of the primary education provision in South-east 
Anglesey, conditional on the  following: 

 

 



 
i. That transport matters in the area are given attention and that they are 

resolved satisfactorily, and 
 
ii. Revisit the  primary education provision  in South-east Anglesey in the 

Schools Modernisation Programme  with a view to establishing  a long-term 
strategy for the primary education provison   in the area. 

 
• Note the resposes received  for the informal consultation process by Llanddona, 

Llangoed and Biwmares primary schools. 
 
 
D - Recommendation 
 
It is recommended that the following should take place:  

• Follow the statutory process regarding the proposal to cease to maintain  
Ysgol Llanddona on 31 August 2014 and transfer the pupils  toYsgol Llangoed 

• Combine the catchment areas of Ysgol Llanddona and Ysgol Llangoed.  
• Give attention again in due course  to the primary school provision   in South-

east Anglesey  as part of the School Modernisation Programme with a view to  
establishing a long-term strategy for primary education  in the area. 

 
 
 
 
Name of the report’s author Emrys Bebb  
Job Title     Programme Manager – School Modernisation 
Date     August 28 2013 
 
 
Appendices: 
The statutory consultation document. 
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1. BACKGROUND 
 
1.1 As part of the informal consultation in South East Anglesey, a number of consultation 

meetings were held with the parents, governors and staff of three schools that were part of 
the consultation as listed in Table 1 below. The consultation period began on Wednesday, 
September 12, 2012 and ended on Wednesday, October 24, 2012. 

 
 Table 1 
 

  Meeting with 
School Date (in 2012) Staff Governors Parents 

Llanddona Monday           September 10 
 

3.30 5.00 6.30 

Llangoed 
 

Tuesday           September  11 
 

3.45 5.00 6.15 

Beaumaris 
 

Wednesday    September  12 
 

3.45 5.00 6.15 

 
 
1.2 For reminder, see the list of the options for the schools in South East Anglesey proposed 

namely: 
 

1. Continue to maintain the three schools. 
2. Close Ysgol Llanddona  and transfer the pupils to Ysgol Beaumaris 
3. Close Ysgol Llanddona and transfer the pupils to Ysgol Llangoed. 
4. Close Ysgol Llanddona and Ysgol Llangoed and transfer the pupils to Ysgol 

Beaumaris. 
5. Federalize or cluster  

 
1.3 In its meeting on  14 January 2013,  the Executive Committee decided to recommend  

Option 3 (close Ysgol Llanddona and transfer the pupils to Ysgol Llangoed)  as the 
preferred option for formal consultation  with the following conditions: 

 
• That the matters as regards transport  in the area  are given attention  and solved 

satisfactorily, and 
• Give attention again to the primary education provision in South-east Anglesey as 

part of the School Modernization Programme with a view to setting up the long-term 
strategy for primary education in the area.  

 
The statutory consultation period ran from February 5, 2013 to March 5, 2013. After this 
period, the timetable was issued for the Council elections and the pre-election period 
began on March 11, 2013. In accordance with the Council’s constitution, it was decided 
that it would not be appropriate to deal with Ysgol Llanddona’s situation during this 
period.  

 

 

 



1.4 Staff, parents, governors and others’ views were collected and they are summarized   in 
this report.   

 

2. YSGOL LLANDDONA’S RESPONSES 
 
2.1 A total of 49 responses were received from Ysgol Llanddona stakeholders - 28 from 

parents, 4 from grandparents and others from local residents and a local business owner. 
Some of the observations were: 

 
• They were praising the school’s bilingual education and the work that was carried 

out to assist pupils with special needs. They were worried about the possible 
effect of closing the school on Welsh in the area. 

• Others said that the school was central to the community and a treasure for the 
community and that the pupils were happy there.  

• They were not in favour of moving their pupils to Ysgol Beaumaris if Ysgol 
Llanddona closed, mentioning behavioural problems as the reason. 

• Some were worried about the pupils travelling to Ysgol Llangoed if Ysgol 
Llanddona closed. 

• The idea to close Ysgol Beaumaris and distribute the pupils to nearby primary 
schools and therefore avoid spending over £750,000 on maintaining Ysgol 
Gynradd Beaumaris (Primary). 

• Criticism of the Community Effect Assessment. 
• Some parents said that they would take their children to schools in Gwynedd if 

Ysgol Llanddona closed. 
 

2.2 In addition to the above, a formal letter was received in both English and Welsh from the 
Vice-Chair of Ysgol Llanddona’s Governing Body (see Appendix 1). As well as raising 
some of the points  mentioned above, she was criticising the consultation process: 

 
1. A coincidence that the elected member at the time had been excluded from his 

work during the consultation time. 
2. They did not accept that so little response was received for Ysgol Llanddona in 

the informal consultation. 
 
2.3 The Chair of the Governors of Beaumaris Leisure Centre said that he was worried that 

closing Ysgol Llanddona would have an effect on their plans to get the community to 
have a greater part in the Centre’s activities. 

 
2.4 A letter was received from the local Assembly Member expressing the concerns of  

Llanddona’s residents about the whole process. 
 
2.5 A petition with 198 signatures was received showing their disagreement with “the 

decision of the Executive Committee to close Ysgol Llanddona.  
 

 

 



 3. YSGOL LLANGOED’S RESPONSES 
 
3.1 14 responses were received from Ysgol Llangoed’s stakeholders. All the responses from 

parents (13) were in the form of response forms and they were all supportive of the 
intention to close Ysgol Llanddona and transfer the pupils to Ysgol Llangoed. 

 
3.2 In the other letter, Ysgol Gynradd Llangoed’s Governing Body stated its “total support to 

the County Council’s decision to choose to act on Option 3”. See Appendix 2 for a copy 
of the letter. 

 
 
 
4.  RECOMMENDATIONS  
 

It was seen from the statutory consultation document that: 
• Surplus places (which are unlikely to change much in the years to come) and costs 

per head are high in Ysgol Llanddona. 
• Places available at Ysgol Llangoed. 
• Quality of provision in Ysgol Llangoed is at least as good as the provision in 

Llanddona. 
• Ysgol Llangoed is similar as regards linguistic background and bilingual 

provision. 
 

Therefore, it is recommended that the following should take place:  
 

• To follow the statutory procedure regarding the proposal to close Ysgol Llanddona on 
31 August 2014 and, conditional on parents’ choice, transfer the pupils to Ysgol 
Llangoed. 

• Combine the catchment areas of Ysgol Llanddona and Ysgol Llangoed.  
• Give attention again soon to the  primary school provision in South-east Anglesey  as 

part of the School Modernisation Programme with a view to setting up a long-term 
strategy for primary education  in the area. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 



ISLE OF ANGLESEY COUNTY COUNCIL 
Report to Executive Committee Meeting 

 
Date September 9 2013 

 
Subject Modernising Anglesey Schools 

 
Portfolio Holder(s) Councillor  Ieuan Williams 

 
Lead Officer(s) Programme Manager – Modernising Schools 

 
Contact Officer Programme Manager – Modernizing Schools 

 
Nature and reason for reporting  
 
To report back to the Executive Committee on the statutory or formal consultation 
process held at  Ysgol Llanddona in February and March 2013. 

 

A – Introduction / Background / Issues 
In January 2012, the Board of Commissioners gave  the authority to enable the officers 
of the Lifelong Learning Department  to visit schools  in South-east Anglesey in order to 
consult on options of the primary education provision  in the area. 
On receiving this authority, and on completing  non-statutory or informal consultation, 
the Lifelong Learning department’s officers prepared a number of possible options. The 
Executive Committee decided  (with conditions) in its meeting on January 14, 2013 to: 

Recommend Option 3 (close Ysgol Llanddona and transfer pupils to  Ysgol 
Llangoed) as the option that the Executive Committee  favours   for the formal 
consultation  on a review  of the primary education provision  in South-east 
Anglesey, conditional on the following:  

• That transport matters  in the area are given attention and that they are 
solved satisfactorily and 

• Revisit the primary education provision  in South-east Anglesey in due 
course  in the School Modernization Programme with a view to setting up a 
long-term strategy for primary education provision  in the area. 

• Note the responses received  in the informal consultation process from 
Llanddona, Llangoed and Beaumaris primary schools. 

This report presents information  about transport matters  that involve  transporting  
Ysgol Llanddona pupils to  Ysgol Llangoed. 
 

 

 



B - Considerations 
Minutes of the meeting of the Executive Committee  held on  January  14, 2013. 
 
 

C – Implications and effects   
1 
 

Finance / Section 151 
 

 

2 Legal Officer/Monitoring 
 
 

 

3 Human Resources 
 
 

No comments 

4 Property Services 
 
 

 

5 Information Technology and  
Communication  (ICT) 
 

 

6 Equality 
 

 

7 Anti Poverty and Social 
 

 

8 Communication 
 

 

9 Consultation 
 

 

10 Economic 
 

 

11 Environmental 
 

 

12 Crime and Disorder 
 

 

13 Outcome Agreements 
 

 
 

 
 CH - Summary 
 

1.0 BACKGROUND 
 
1.1  The Highways and Transport service was requested to investigate the implications 

of transferring pupils from Ysgol Llanddona to Ysgol Llangoed from the point of 
view of  traffic and transport. 

 
 

 



1.2 In 2013, the travel pattern was as follows: 
  Car  : 22 – 33% (2 walking when it is fine) 
  Sharing a car : 0% 
  Bus  : 0% 
  Cycling : 0-6% (1 cycling sometimes but walking otherwise) 
  Walking : 61-67% 
  Taxi  :  0% 
 
1.3 Work to the value of  £13,000 was carried out at Ysgol Llangoed in 2008/09 as part 

of the work of improving School Safety  that was financed  by the Council. 
 
1.4 Work was carried out  outside   Ysgol Llanddona in 2007/2008 and  2008/09 under 

the Local Roads Safety Grant  and the  Safer Road Plans  in Communities  
financed by  the Welsh Assembly Government. These plans were  worth  £19,000 
and £51,000 and they included the majority of the elements highlighted in the 
school safety risk assessment. The intention of the plans  were to lessen actual 
and apparent dangers for all road and footpath users  and promote safe and 
sustainable access in the community.    

 
1.5 In 2009/10, a Safety Grant on Local Roads from the Welsh Assembly Government  

and  Môn Menai Grants that were worth £102,000 in value in total were secured to 
improve the links for walkers between  Llangoed and Beaumaris.   This road also 
is part of the Anglesey Coastal Path. 

   
2.0 THE CURRENT SITUATION 
 
2.1 There is no school bus to Ysgol Llanddona or Ysgol Llangoed.  However, due to 

the lay of the highway and the lay-by outside Ysgol Llangoed, it will be easy to  set 
up a drop-off and pick-up point  by carrying out  minor alteration work  and it is 
possible also  to provide a safe place  to turn. 

 
2.2   There are  3 possible roads  between the two schools: 

• A direct way along  non-classified minor roads; 
• The III class road past Arthur’s Table and the non-classified road  through 

Glan-yr-Afon; 
• The  III class road past  Bryn Bela and the  B5109 through Beaumaris; 

 
2.3 The direct road  is very narrow (less than  3m wide) without any passing places, 

high hedges and a strip of grass in the middle of the road  in several places.  It is 
completely unsuitable for a bus. 

 
2.4 The Class III road from Llanddona to the direction of Glan-Yr-Afon is wide enough  

for the flow of traffic in both directions for the first mile  towards the mast.  From 
there, in the direction of  Glan-Yr-Afon, the road’s horizontal and vertical 
construction is poor  and it is narrow without any passing places. The road through 

 

 



Glan-Yr-Afon is extremely steep (gradient of 17%) and, in general, it is not suitable 
for a school bus. Along this road, there are 4.5 miles  between  Ysgol Llangoed 
and Ysgol Llanddona and the journey takes around  12-15 minutes in a car. It 
could take more time than that  for a bus due to the possibility that there would be 
delays due to the road being so narrow.  It would cost up to £2M to improve the 
road to an acceptable standard. 

 
2.5 The Class III road past  Bryn Bella and the  B5109 through Beaumaris  to Llangoed 

is wide enough for two-lane traffic with marks on  the centre of the road.  The road 
is suitable  for a school bus  and this is shown by the fact  that service buses 
numbers 50, 53, 57 and 58 use every part of the roads.  In travelling on these 
roads, there are  5.5 miles between  Ysgol Llanddona and Ysgol Llangoed and it 
takes around 10-12 minutes in a car. The journey should not take  much longer in 
a bus. 

 
2.6 A design has been prepared (£100,000 in value) for the Bryn Bella turning between  

Llanddona and Allt Goch, Beaumaris. A request for finance  has been  presented  
and safeguarding it would be of assistance as regards  the route that is being 
recommended.  

 
2.7  It is estimated that the minor alteration works to the lay-by outside Ysgol Llangoed 

would cost about £16,000. 
 
2.8   After consulting with Highway officers, the road from Llanddona past  Bryn Bella 

and then the B5109  to Beaumaris and to Llangoed is gritted.  
 
 
D - Recommendation 
 
It is recommended that the  Executive Committee  decides to accept that the Class III 
road past Bryn Bella and the B5109 through Beaumaris as the only suitable road  
between  Ysgol Llanddona and Ysgol Llangoed  and that minor repair works only are 
made to the lay-by outside Ysgol Llangoed to provide for the school bus service. 
 
 
 
Name of the report’s author Emrys Bebb  
Job Title     Programme Manager – School Modernisation 
Date     August 28 2013 
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The statutory consultation document. 
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1. BACKGROUND 
 

How Was This Proposal Developed? 
 
1.1 In January 2012, the Isle of Anglesey County Council Board of Commissioners gave 

officers of the Education Service permission to visit primary schools in South East 
Anglesey to consult on options for the primary school education provision in the area.  

 
1.2 After receiving this permission, officers of the Lifelong Learning Department held 

consultation meetings with staff, governors and parents in September 2012 and a 6 week 
consultation period followed and came to an end on October 24, 2012.  

 
1.3 Many responses were received and a report detailing these was compiled by officers of 

the Lifelong Learning Department and presented to the Isle of Anglesey County Council 
Education and Leisure Scrutiny Committee at its meeting on November 21, 2012. 

 
1.4 At that meeting, the Education and Leisure Scrutiny Committee resolved: 

• To recommend Option 3 (to close Ysgol Llanddona and transfer the pupils to 
Ysgol Llangoed) to the Executive Committee as the Education and Leisure 
Committee’s preferred option for formal consultation on the review of primary 
education provision in South East Anglesey subject to the following:- 

o That transport issues in the area are addressed and satisfactorily resolved, 
and 

o That the primary education provision in South East Anglesey is revisited 
in due course in the Schools Modernisation Programme with a view to 
establishing a long term strategy for the primary education provision in the 
area. 

 
1.5 At its meeting on January 14, 2013, the Isle of Anglesey County Council Executive 

Committee resolved to recommend Option 3 (to close Ysgol Llanddona and transfer the 
pupils to Ysgol Llangoed) as the Executive’s preferred option for formal consultation on 
the review of primary education provision in South East Anglesey, subject to the 
following:-  

 
o That transport issues in the area are addressed and satisfactorily resolved, 

and  
o That the primary education provision in South East Anglesey is revisited 

in due course in the Schools Modernisation Programme with a view to 
establishing a long term strategy for the  primary education provision in 
the area.  

 
1.6 The statutory or formal consultation period will be from February 5, 2013 to March 5, 

2013. 
 

 

 



2. DETAILS ABOUT THE SCHOOLS 
 
2.1 Ysgol Llanddona 

 
The original building date back to before 1900 but was extensively remodelled in the 
early 1970s. It now has two rooms, a hall and a quiet room providing accommodation for 
a total of 56 pupils. All the resources and facilities are conveniently available to the two 
classrooms. The field is suitable and there is appropriate parking for staff with alterations 
having been carried out to the approach road for the school fairly recently. 

 
2.1.2 In 2011/12, one new pupil from outside the catchment area started attending the school 

but prior to that, none of the pupils come from outside the catchment area and 17% are 
from Welsh speaking homes. 

 
2.1.3  Only 4.4% of the pupils receive free school meals. 
 
2.1.4 The pupils are taught in two classes.  
 
2.2 Ysgol Llangoed 

 
2.2.1 The existing school building was opened in 1985. Apart from the usual adaptations for 

the Foundation Phase, the building is suitable and all the customary facilities are 
convenient for each class.  The two Foundation Phase classes and the three KS2 classes 
provide accommodation for 112 pupils which means that there are 26 [23%] surplus 
places. 

 
2.2.2 Almost a third (30%) of pupils come from outside the catchment area and 8% are from 

Welsh speaking homes. 
 
2.2.3  Just over a fifth (20.9%) of the pupils receive free school meals. 
 
2.2.4 The pupils are taught in four classes.  
 
2.3 Table of Background Information on the Schools 
  

Table 1 
 

School Llangoed Llanddona 
Age range 3 – 11 3 - 11 
Capacity including nursery provision 112 56 
Numbers on register – September 2012 86 16 
Surplus places 26 (23%) 40 (71%) 
Cost per head £4,643 £10,343 
Pupils from outside the catchment area 30% 0% 

  
 

 



3. PUPIL NUMBERS 
 

3.1 Table 2 shows that Ysgol Llanddona has 40 surplus places (71%) and Ysgol Llangoed has 26 surplus places (23%). Projections suggest 
that surplus places in Ysgol Llanddona will remain high at over 60%. It is also projected that the number of surplus places at Ysgol 
Llangoed will remain at around 25% for the coming years. 

 
 
Table 2 – Projections for pupil numbers in Ysgol Llanddona and Ysgol Llangoed 
 
   2012 2013 2014 2015 

SCHOOL Capacity Total 3-11 Surplus 
places 

% 
Surplus 
places 

Total 
3-11 

Surplus 
places 

% Surplus 
places Total 3-11 Surplus 

places 

% 
Surplus 
places 

Total 3-11 Surplus 
places 

% 
Surplus 
places 

Llanddona 56 16 40 71.4% 15 41 73.2% 18 38 67.9% 17 39 69.6% 

Llangoed 112 86 26 23.2% 82 30 26.8% 83 29 25.9% 81 31 27.7% 

TOTAL 168 102 66 39.3% 97 71 42.3% 101 67 39.9% 98 70 41.7% 

 
If the proposal was to go ahead, the pupil numbers would as follows:- 
 
 

   2012 2013 2014 2015 

SCHOOL Capacity Total 3-11 Surplus 
places 

% 
Surplus 
places 

Total 
3-11 

Surplus 
places 

% Surplus 
places Total 3-11 Surplus 

places 

% 
Surplus 
places 

Total 3-11 Surplus 
places 

% 
Surplus 
places 

Llangoed 112 102 10 8.9% 97 15 13.4% 101 11 9.8% 98 14 12.5% 

 
 
 
 

 

 



 

3.2 Educational standards are of core importance to the proposal. Although there is a general 
presumption that the standard of education in small schools is higher than in larger 
schools, there is no evidence to support this notion. Indeed, the Estyn thematic report 
“Small Primary Schools in Wales (2006)” notes that there is no substantial difference 
between the standards of education in small schools and large schools, but “...in small 
schools, it can be more difficult for teachers to match work to pupils’ needs because 
pupils in each class may be of widely different ages and stages of development. This is 
particularly the case in the smallest schools (with up to 30 pupils), where there is 28% of 
unsatisfactory work compared with 8% of unsatisfactory work in schools with over 210 
pupils.” 

 
3.3 If the proposal were realised, Ysgol Llangoed would have approximately 100 pupils. 
 
 
4. EDUCATION STANDARDS 
 
4.1 End of key stage indicators are used to evaluate the performance of schools. One 

indicator used by the Welsh Government in relation to education standards is the End of 
Key Stage performance indicator. This is measured at the end of the Foundation Phase 
(previously Key Stage 1, age 7) and at the end of Key Stage 2 (age 11) i.e. % of pupils in 
the school who achieved the expected levels or above (Level 2+ for KS1 and Level 4+ 
for KS2) in Welsh or English, Mathematics and Science in combination. See Table 3 
below which illustrates the pattern over the past three years. 

 
Percentage achieving Level 2+ at the end of Key Stage 1 

(Foundation Phase) 
 
Table 3 

 School Results 
School 2008/09 2009/10 2010/11 

Ysgol Gynradd Llanddona 50.00 66.67 75.00 
Quarter* 4 4 4 

Ysgol Gynradd Llangoed 84.62 57.14 90.00 
Quarter 2 4 2 

Anglesey Average 70.73 77.08 72.14  
All Wales Average 74.60 74.55 76.05  

       
*Schools are placed in free school meal families and are then evaluated in terms of performance.  The schools performing the best in 
the family are in Quarter 1 and those performing the worst in Quarter 4. 

 
It should be noted that caution should be exercised when comparing end of year results 
since pupil numbers are often small and the nature of the cohort and circumstances of 
individual pupils can have a substantial impact. However, it will be noted that the 
performance of Ysgol Llangoed was somewhat better than that of similar schools in two 
of the past three years. The statistical pattern for Ysgol Llanddona suggested that 
performance was lower than for similar schools. 

 
  

 



 

 
4.2 Table 4 below lists the number of pupils achieving a higher than expected level, i.e. Level 

3 or above. 
 
Table 4 

School 
L3+ Welsh First Language L3+ Mathematics L3+ Science 
2008/ 

09 
2009/ 

10 
2010/ 

11 
2008/ 

09 
2009/ 

10 
2010/ 

11 
2008/ 

09 
2009/ 

10 
2010/ 

11 
Ysgol Llanddona 0.00 0.00 0.00 25.00 0.00 25.00 0.00 0.00 25.00 

Quarter 4 4 4 2 4 2 4 4 3 
Ysgol Llangoed 41.67 42.86 70.00 30.77 14.29 30.00 38.46 14.29 50.00 

Quarter 1 1 1 1 3 2 1 3 1 
Anglesey 25.51 27.19 25.80 18.72 19.23 19.35 16.49 16.15 22.29 

Wales 26.55 27.41 30.84 22.12 22.15 23.67 24.55 24.57 26.99 
 
It can be seen that the performance of Ysgol Llanddona is on the whole lower than that of 
similar schools whilst the performance of Ysgol Llangoed has generally speaking been 
better than comparable schools. 
 

4.3 For the 2011/12 academic year, the indicator was changed to the Foundation Phase 
Indicator. Table 5 below shows the data for the last academic year for the Foundation 
Phase:- 

 
 Table 5 
 

Title Ysgol Llangoed Anglesey Wales 
Foundation Phase Indicator 66.67 84.07 80.47 
Language, Literacy and Communication 
Skills in English 

- 86.90 83.44 

Language, Literacy and Communication 
Skills in Welsh 

66.67 84.47 85.93 

Mathematical Development 
 

88.89 89.53 86.64 

Personal and Social Development, Well-
Being and Cultural Diversity 
 

100.00 94.54 90.84 

 
For the Personal and Social Development, Well-Being and Cultural Diversity aspects, the 
performance of Ysgol Llangoed compared very favourably with the average for 
Anglesey whilst the Mathematical Development aspect was slightly below the county 
average but above the average for Wales. 

 
NOTE – This is the first data set for the Foundation Phase. There is no data for Ysgol 
Llanddona as there were no pupils in Year 2 to be assessed. 

 
4.4 Table 6 below demonstrates the pattern over the past three years for Key Stage 2 for 

schools in the catchment area together with figures for Anglesey and Wales.  
  

 



 

 
 

Percentage achieving Level 4+ at the end of Key Stage 2 
  

Table 6 

  
School 
Results 

  

School 2009/10 2010/11 2011/12 
       
Ysgol Gynradd Llanddona 33.33 71.43 33.33 
Quarter 4 4 4 
Ysgol Gynradd Llangoed 100.00 64.29 90.91 
Quarter 1 4 1 
Anglesey Average 79.89 78.60 84.67 
Wales Average 78.16 80.00 82.58 

 
Expected level in reading, writing, mathematics and science in combination 

 
Ysgol Llangoed was in the highest quarter in two of the past three years. The pattern for 
Llanddona suggests a lower performance than similar schools for the past three years. 
 

4.5 Table 7 below lists the number of pupils achieving a higher level than expected i.e. Level 
5 or above. 

 
 
 

Table 7 
 

School L5+ English L5+ Welsh First Language L5+ Mathematics L5+ Science 

2010 2011 2012 2010 2011 2012 2010 2011 2012 2010 2011 2012 
Llanddona 0.00 57.1 33.3 0.00 28.6 0.00 33.3 57.1 33.3 33.3 57.1 0.0 

Quarter 4 1 3 4 2 4 2 1 3 2 1 4 
Llangoed 22.2 28.6 45.5 0.00 28.6 27.3 22.2 35.7 36.4 33.3 42.9 36.4 
Quarter 3 2 1 4 2 2 3 2 2 2 1 2 

Anglesey 26.9 31.3 34.3 15.6 20.9 23.2 26.2 29.3 35.7 25.2 27.9 33.4 
Wales 29.0 30.5 32.9 24.5 25.9 26.6 29.2 31.1 32.9 30.2 30.9 33.1 
 
Ysgol Llangoed was in the top two quarters in two for all subjects in the past three years. 
The pattern for Llanddona suggests a lower performance than similar schools for the past 
three years. 

 
4.6 The schools inspection body Estyn also assesses schools’ performance and visits schools 

in order to conduct inspections before producing a report at the end of each inspection. 
The inspections approach was changed in 2009/10 but prior to this 7 key questions were 
asked, namely:-  

 
 
 
  

 



 

 
 

1. How well do learners achieve? 
2. How effective is the teaching, training and assessment? 
3. How well do the learning experiences meet the needs and interests of learners and the wider 

community? 
4. How good is the care, the instruction and support given to learners? 
5. How effective is the strategic leadership and management? 
6. How well do leaders and managers evaluate and improve quality and standards? 
7. How efficiently do leaders and managers use resources? 
Table 8 list the grades given by Estyn:- 
 
Table 8 
 

Primary school Date KQ1 KQ2 KQ3 KQ4 KQ5 KQ6 KQ7 'Average' 
Llanddona 24 -1-2006 2 2 2 2 2 2 2 2.00 
Llangoed 19-1-2009 2 2 2 2 2 3 2 2.14 

 
Key 
Estyn Grades –  
 Grade 1 = good with outstanding features 
 Grade 2 = good features and no important shortcomings 

Grade 3 = good features outweigh shortcomings 
Grade 4 = some good features, but shortcomings in important areas 
Grade 5=  many important shortcomings 

 
 

4.7 After 2009/10, the number of questions were reduced to 3 but with sub-sections. The 
three Key Questions are:- 

  
  Key Question 1: How good are the outcomes? 

Key Question 2: How good is the provision? 
Key Question 3: How good is the leadership and management? 

 
Ysgol Llanddona was inspected under this framework in January 2012 and the results are 
as outlined in Table 9:- 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

  

 



 

Table 9 
 

School Llanddona 
Date January 2012 
Key Question  1 Good 
    Standards Good 
    Well-being Good 
Key Question  2 Good 
Learning experiences Adequate 
    Teaching Good 

Care, support and leadership Good 
The learning environment Good 

Key Question  3 Good 
    Leadership Adequate 
    Quality improvement Good 
    Working in partnership Good 

Management of resources Good 
Current Performance Good 
Improvement Outlook Good 

 
Estyn Grades –  

 Excellent  - Many strengths, including significant examples of sector-leading practice 
Good   - Many strengths and no important areas that need substantial improvement 
Adequate  - Strengths outweigh the areas that require improvement 
Unsatisfactory - Important areas that require improvement outweigh strengths 

 
5. CONDITION OF BUILDINGS 
 
5.1 Condition surveys were conducted by the Council’s surveyors from the end of 2011 to 

the beginning of 2012.  See the results for the Ysgol Llangoed and Ysgol Llanddona in 
Table 10.  

 
5.2 Both schools fall into Category B. The meaning of the grades given are as follows:- 

 
Category A – Good 
Category B – Satisfactory 
Category C – Poor 

 
If we glance at Table 10, we note that Ysgol Llanddona was given a score of 32 and 
Ysgol Llangoed had a score of 21 (the lower the score, the better). 
 
 

  

 



 

Table 10 
 

School Total Score Grade 
Llanddona £51,000 32 B 
Llangoed £55,000 21 B 
Catchment average £167,584 16  - 
County average £156,472 18 - 
Total £1,675,835 - - 

 
5.3 If this proposal were realised, pupils of Ysgol Llanddona would move to Ysgol Llangoed 

to a building which has a higher score. 
 
 
6. GEOGRAPHICAL FACTORS 
 
6.1  The aim is to restrict travel wherever possible. The proposal put forward meets with the 

Assembly Government guidelines in Circular 021/2009, namely that proposals should 
not require primary age pupils to travel more than 45 minutes each way to school. This 
proposal fully meets with these requirements. 

 
7. FINANCIAL ASPECTS 
 
7.1 If pupils at Ysgol Llanddona were to be transferred to Ysgol Llangoed, the financial 

implications would be as follows:- 

  
Table 11 

School 
 

Numbers based on 
2012/2013 
Formula 

Allocation  
2012/2013 

 

Allocation per 
capita 2012/2013 

 

Teacher 
Allocation 

 
Llanddona 15.8 £163,423 £10,343 1.5 
Llangoed 77.0 £357,529 £4,643 3.27 
 92.8 £520,952   4.77 

 
Merging at  

Llangoed 92.8 £394,716 £4,253 3.89 
 

If this proposal was to go ahead, the per capita cost of Ysgol Llangoed would reduce 
from £4,643 to £4,253 thereby producing an annual saving of £520,952 - £394,716 = 
£126,236. 

 
On the basis of the funding level for 2012/13, the allocation for Ysgol Llangoed if Ysgol 
Llanddona pupils were to be moved there would be a saving of £126,236 but transport 
from Llanddona to Llangoed would perhaps cost approximately £25,000, thereby 
reducing the saving to £101,236.  An escort service would add around £4,000 to the 
transport costs.   

  

 



 

 
8. THE CONSULTATION PROCESS 
 
8.1 The Council will be consulting with parents, governors and staff at the three schools 

included in this proposal and also with the local communities, local councillors, local 
Assembly Member, local MP and with the Welsh Government and other stakeholders. 
The consultation period will run from February 5th 2013 until 5th March 2013. 

 
Meetings are being arranged with school stakeholders over this period. 

  
8.2 Please feel free to ask us any questions and we would welcome your views on the 

proposals either by letter, e-mail or by completing the attached response form. Your 
representations should be sent to: 

 
Programme Manager (Schools Modernisation), 
Education Service, 
Park Mount, 
Glanhwfa Road, 
Llangefni, 
Isle of Anglesey 
LL77 7EY. 

 
The e-mail address is: 
ysgolionmon@ynysmon.gov.uk  
 
You should ensure that your response reaches the Isle of Anglesey County Council no 
later than 5th March, 2013. 
 

 Your contributions to the process as members of the community are vitally important. 

 
9. NEXT STEPS 

 
This is the statutory (formal) consultation. At the end of this stage of the consultation 
process, officers will collate all the responses and information before preparing a report 
and making a recommendation to the Executive Committee. This Committee will then 
consider this consultation report together with any recommendations by Council officers. 
The Executive Committee will then decide whether to issue a statutory notice to close 
Ysgol Llanddona or not, and if so, there will be a period of one month to object to the 
proposal.   

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  

 



 

ATODIAD 1 / APPENDIX 1 
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